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From the Editor’s Desk

Dr Irene (J.C.) Lubbe

The Inaugural Issue of The Journal of ExoTechnology and Education (jeXed)

Every garden begins with a seed – small, seemingly fragile, yet containing within it the potential for transformation. jeXed is such a seed; sown in the fertile ground of scholarly curiosity and watered by an international interdisciplinary community eager to understand how emerging techno-logies shape education. As Editor‑in‑Chief, it is with equal parts pride and anticipation that I present the first flowering of our collective labour: This inaugural issue.
		From the outset, our ambition with jeXed has been to nurture a forum where technologists, educators, and researchers converge to discuss ‘exotechnologies’ – those digital, algorithmic, and AI-driven tools that extend, augment, and sometimes disrupt our traditional understanding of teaching and learning. We sowed this journal at the intersection of education and technology, with the conviction that real innovation arises not from silos, but from gardens of rich inter-disciplinarity.
	Our roots are anchored in the belief that education at its best is both reflective and adaptive. We envisage jeXed as a medium for critical scholarship: A place to interrogate the promises and pitfalls of technologies such as large language models (LLMs), immersive simulations, algorithmic decision-making, game-based learning, and the broader digital ecologies shaping contemporary education.
	However, no garden thrives without care – and ours is no exception. Over the past year, we have weathered storms of logistics, grappled with thorny weeds of coordination, and learned patience through lengthy peer‑review seasons. Yet through every setback, our community’s resolve deepened. I am deeply grateful to our editorial board, reviewers, and contributors whose diligence and commitment turned concept into reality. Like tending seedlings, launching this journal has required attention to detail, resilience through uncertainty, and unwavering belief in the potential of the work.
	Taking root, we cultivated our community through a shared event: A free two‑day online International LLM Conference titled The Viability of Using LLMs in Higher Education (22-23 May 2025). With 100 active registered participants each day, the event brought together educators, technologists, and students from across the globe to explore the ethical, pedagogical, and practical implications of LLMs. Sessions examined everything from academic integrity to curricular design, offering a rich exchange of perspectives and provocations. The conference served as an early bloom, a sign of the intellectual energy that jeXed seeks to foster.
	However, every garden begins modestly, and so does jeXed. This inaugural issue brings together a diverse set of contributions ranging from conceptual inquiry and strategic curriculum frameworks to multimedia formats such as video, interactive games, and visual presentations. Together, these works exemplify the journal’s ethos of critical experimentation, challenging conventions in both content and form. Whether probing reflective assessment, reimagining research methodology, or engaging playfully with academic integrity, each contribution extends the boundaries of how we think, teach, and learn in an age of exotechnological transformation.
	These early blooms are small in number but rich in diversity and promise. We anticipate the addition of further manuscripts in the coming weeks, and we actively encourage future submissions in a wide range of formats. Videos, podcasts, interactive tools, and experimental genres are all welcome as they are integral to jeXed’s vision. Ours is a garden where many modes of inquiry and expression are not just permitted but prized.
	Yes! A garden requires ongoing care. In the coming year, we hope that jeXed will
· expand its global reach, fostering inclusive dialogue across diverse educational contexts;
· curate themed issues on pressing topics such as AI‑mediated assessment, data ethics, and indigenous digital pedagogies; and
· deepen our commitment to multimodal scholarship and open-access knowledge dissemination.
We invite you, the reader, scholar, and practitioner, to become a steward of this garden. Submit your research, review for us, recommend jeXed to colleagues, or engage with the work published here. Help us grow a scholarly community that is innovative, reflexive, and generous.
	As we release this first issue into the world, we celebrate both its arrival and the possibilities ahead. A garden offers fruit not to a single gardener, but to all who walk its paths. Likewise, jeXed is not the accomplishment of one person or institution, but of a community united by curiosity and care. May this inaugural issue stand as a planting of possibility – one that, through collaboration, critique, and creative scholarship, grows into a thriving intellectual ecosystem. Welcome to The Journal of ExoTechnology and Education! May our shared journey cultivate insight, innovation, and integrity in the evolving garden of teaching and learning.



Warm regards, 

Dr Irene Lubbe 
Editor‑in‑Chief, 
The Journal of ExoTechnology and Education (jeXed) 
June 2025
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