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EDITORIAL

Africa’s Political
Questions Today

African Journal of Political Science
Revue Africaine de Science Politique

SIPHAMANDLA ZONDI @, TINUADE 0j0 @ & JOSEF KEUTCHEU @

Preface

Africa stands at a crossroads, a continent of immense
potential yet facing a complex web of political,
social, and economic challenges. In an era marked
by rapid globalization, technological advancement,
and shifting geopolitical alliances, the political
questions confronting Africa today are both urgent
and consequential. From debates about governance
and democratization to struggles over resource
management and economic justice, the continent’s
future is shaped by forces both internal and external.

Some of the discussions in this edition seek to explore
the most pressing political issues facing Africa,
offering insights into the opportunities and dilemmas
that define the region’s contemporary landscape.
Key themes include the quest for sound governance
and elections, the impact of regional integration,
the pursuit of sustainable peace, the challenges of
education and exchanges, contested intellectual
debates, and the intricate scandal of foreign influence
in African politics. These issues intersect with critical
concerns such as youth unemployment, climate
change, human rights, and the legacy of colonialism,
creating a complex matrix that demands nuanced
analysis and bold solutions.

The articles draw on diverse voices who offer
perspectives that are as varied as the continent itself.

Editors

This plurality is essential, for Africa is not a monolith;
it is a mosaic of 54 nations, each with its own
history, culture, and political trajectory. Yet, amidst
this diversity, common aspirations emerge - peace,
prosperity, justice, and dignity.

In presenting these challenges and opportunities, the
aim is not merely to diagnose problems but to inspire
solutions. Africa’s future depends on bold leadership,
engaged citizenship, and innovative thinking. By
examining these critical political questions, this
edition hopes to contribute to a broader understanding
of the continent’s trajectory and to the global
conversation about its place in the 21st century.

It is to the resilient people of Africa, whose courage
and creativity illuminate even the darkest moments,
that this work is dedicated.

The work on this edition and volume would not have
been possible without the hard work of fellow editors,
Tinuade Ojo and Joseph Keutcheu, the contributions of
the authors and peer reviewers. We thank the journal
team at UJ Press as well.

Siphamandla Zondi
Editor-in-Chief
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