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he University of Johannesburg acquired The Thinker in April

2019 from Dr Essop Pahad. Over the last decade, The Thinker has

gained a reputation as a journal that explores Pan-African issues
across fields and times. Ronit Frenkel, as the incoming editor, plans on
maintaining the pan-African scope of the journal while increasing its
coverage into fields such as books, art, literature and popular cultures.
The Thinker is a ‘hybrid’ journal, publishing both journalistic pieces with
more academic articles and contributors can now opt to have their
submissions peer reviewed. We welcome Africa-centred articles from
diverse perspectives, in order to enrich both knowledge of the continent
and of issues impacting the continent.

- All contributing analysts write in their personal capacity

Angela Muvumba Sellstréom is a Senior Researcher
at the Nordic-Africa Institute with expertise on
wartime sexual violence prevention; international
interventions and mediation; gender, women,
peace and security; and the UN Security Council
and the role of non-permanent members.

Anna-Mart van Wyk is a Historian and a Professor
of International Relations at the University of
Johannesburg. She is internationally recognised
for her work on South Africa's nuclear weapons
program and the politics of the Cold War in
Southern Africa.

Celine Meyers recently completed her PhD in
Sociology at the University of Johannesburg (UJ)
and is Coordinator at the South African National
Resource Centre for the First-Year Experience
and Students in Transition (SANRC). She holds an
MA (Cum Laude) and BA Honours (Cum Laude)
in Sociology. Her current research focuses on the
emerging interdisciplinary field called ‘digital
migration studies’ in South Africa. Other research

interests include studies on transnationalism,
gender, family, intersectionality and higher
education.

Hakan Juholt, Ambassador of Sweden to South
Africa, is originally from the town of Oskarshamn on
the Baltic Sea. After finishing grammar school, he
was hired in 1980 as a photographer and journalist
for the Social Democratic newspaper Ostra
Smaland (Ostran). From 1984 to 1990, he served as

a board member of the Swedish Social Democratic
Youth League (SSU) and later, from 2005 to 2011, he
became Regional Chairman of the Social Democrats
of Kalmar county and was also Former Chairman of
the boardfor Oskarshamn’sharbour,John Lindgren’s
peace fund, former Prime minister Tage Erlander’s
memorial fund, and of the ownership board for
the Ostra Smaland newspaper. Ambassador Juholt
has been a member of the Swedish parliament
Riksdagen from 1994 to 2016 and member of the
parliamentary committee on defence issues until
2011, serving as its Chairman for one year. Between
1995 and 2008, he also served as a member of
the joint parliament-government committee on
defence policy (forsvarsberedningen), and its
chairman between 2000 and 2007. Between 1995
and 2002, Ambassador Juholt was also appointed
as adviser to the Minister of Defence and Delegate
to the parliamentarian summits of NATO between
1995 and 2011. Between 1996 and 2012, Ambassador
Juholt was delegate to summits of Organisation for
Security and Co-operation in Europe. Ambassador
Juholt served as Chairman of the Social Democratic
Party of Sweden between 2011 and 2012. He was
appointed as Swedish Ambassador to the Republic
of Iceland from 2017 until 2020, when he was
appointed as Sweden’s Ambassador to South Africa.

Jo-Ansie van Wyk is Professor of International
Relations in the Department of Political Sciences at
the University of South Africa. She is the co-editor
of four volumes of the South African Foreign Policy
Review since 2012.
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Julia Forsberg holds a Bachelor of Science in
Political Science and Economics from Lund
University,duringwhichshefocusedonlInternational
Relations, and studied in South Africa for one
semester. She is now studying for her Master’s
degree in the Russian Language in International
Relations, currently at Tartu University in Estonia for
exchange. Julia has also completed two internships,
one at the Africa Department at the Swedish
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and one at the OECD in
Paris. Julia is passionate about foreign politics and
multilateral cooperation and she dedicates much of
her free time to the South Africa-Sweden University
Forum.

Pragna Rugunananis a Professor of Sociology at the
University of Johannesburg. Her research focuses on
the construction of African and South Asian migrant
communities to South Africa and migration in the
Global South. Her research interests include the
sociology of migration, labour studies, family and
well-being, migration and digital technologies, and
community studies. Her co-edited book Migration
in Southern Africa was published by Springer Press
in 2022. Prof Rugunanan was invited to join the
Canadian Excellence Research Chair in Migration
at Toronto Metropolitan University, as a Visiting
Professor-CERC Migration Distinguished Scholar in
the fall of 2022.

Suzanne Graham is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Politics and International Relations
and Vice-Dean: Teaching and Learning inthe Faculty
of Humanities at the University of Johannesburg.
She holds a Ph.D. in Political Studies from the
University of Johannesburg.

Sven Botha is an Assistant Lecturer in the
Department of Politics and International Relations
at the University of Johannesburg. His research
interests include: Africa-Nordic Relations, counter-
terrorism, gender, foreign policy, and diplomacy. In
2022, Sven co-created the Student Essay Contest
on South Africa-Sweden Relations in partnership
with the University of Johannesburg, the Embassy
of Sweden in Pretoria and the South Africa-Sweden
University Form. Sven is also the Director of the
Professors Without Borders Think Tank.

Tove Sternehadll holds a Master's degree in
Economic History from Stockholm University, with a
specialisation in Global Political Economy. She has an
interdisciplinary background, with bachelor degrees
in International Social Sciences from Linnaeu
University and Economics from Sédertdrn University.
Her main research interests include the economic
heritage of colonialism in Sub-Saharan Africa, as well
as economic foreign policy and power imbalances in
bilateral relationships between countries from the
Global North and the Global South.
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