
Quar te r  1  2024 /  VOLUME 98

Journa l  ISSN:  2075 2458

SPECIAL ISSUE ON

Guest edited by Lilly Nortjé-Meyer and Nina Müller Van Velden

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

Amir Bajric / Shutterstock.com



2 T H E  T H I N K E R   |   V o l u m e  9 8 : 1  /  2 0 2 4   |   J o u r n a l  I S S N :  2 0 7 5  2 4 5 8

For further enquiries, please contact the editor, Prof Ronit Frenkel 
thethinker@uj.ac.za

Journal ISSN: 2075 2458

Please note: The Thinker will be charging page fees from  
1 July 2024 @ R1.30 a word in order to remain sustainable.

@ujlibrary

Jou rna l  ISSN:  2075 2458

CALL FOR PAPERS

AFRICA
Open submissions on any aspect

mailto:thethinker@uj.ac.za


CONTENTS

3T H E  T H I N K E R   |   V o l u m e  9 8 : 1  /  2 0 2 4   |   J o u r n a l  I S S N :  2 0 7 5  2 4 5 8

IN THIS ISSUE
 

Foreword

By Kammila Naidoo, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, University of Johannesburg 
7

Can vulnerability and agency co-exist in the presence of violence? Perspectives 
among children and adolescents

By Hanzline R. Davids and Eugene Lee Davids
9

Honouring Children: Towards a Theological Anthropology of Children Informed 
by a Relational View of the Trinity

By Ebenezer Tetteh Kpalam
18

“Ikwekwe yinja (a Boy is a Dog)”: Re-humanizing Children and Childhoods in 
Matthew 2:1-3 & 16-18 in Light of the Boy-child Debate in South Africa

By Zukile Ngqeza
27

Engaging the Mechanisms of Faith? How Faith Communities Can Contribute to 
Ending Violence Against Children

By Selina Palm and Carola Eyber
37

Violence Against Children: A Social-Ecological Perspective

By Jace Pillay 
49

Children’s Lives and Agency in the Agonistic First Century and  
New Testament Studies

By Jeremy Punt 
60

Support Services Provided by a Child and Youth Care Centre (CYCC) to 
Adolescent Witnesses of Domestic Violence 

By Shahana Rasool and Suzanne Swart
70



NOTE  FROM THE  EDI TOR

4 T H E  T H I N K E R   |   V o l u m e  9 8 : 1  /  2 0 2 4   |   J o u r n a l  I S S N :  2 0 7 5  2 4 5 8

CONTRIBUTORS  TO  TH IS  EDI T ION

T he University of Johannesburg acquired The Thinker in April 
2019 from Dr Essop Pahad. Over the last decade, The Thinker has 
gained a reputation as a journal that explores Pan-African issues 

across fields and times. Ronit Frenkel, as the incoming editor, plans on 
maintaining the pan-African scope of the journal while increasing its 
coverage into fields such as books, art, literature and popular cultures. 
The Thinker is a ‘hybrid’ journal, publishing both journalistic pieces 
with more academic articles and contributors can now opt to have 
their submissions peer reviewed. We welcome Africa-centred articles 
from diverse perspectives, in order to enrich both knowledge of the 
continent and of issues impacting the continent.

All contributing analysts write in their personal capacity

Prof Ronit Frenkel

Nedine Moonsamy

Hanzline Rudolf Davids is a Lecturer at the 
Department of Gender and Sexuality Studies at the 
University of South Africa (UNISA). He has authored 
and co-authored peer-reviewed publications on 
religion, gender and sexuality, reproductive justice 
and LGBTIQ+ children in heteronormative families. 
davidhr@unisa.ac.za 

Eugene Lee Davids is a Senior Lecturer in the 
Department of Health Studies at the University of 
South Africa (UNISA). He has an interdisciplinary 
background in psychology and public health. His 
research is focused on the social determinants 
of health of adolescents and emerging adults. 
davidse.psych@gmail.com 

Rev. Dr. Ebenezer Tetteh Kpalam (PhD) is a lecturer 
at the Pentecost University in Ghana. His research 
interest includes Child theology, faith communities 
and child protection, pastoral psychology, and 
African Christianity. ebeneva@gmail.com 

Zukile Ngqeza (PhD) is a Lecturer in the School of 
Christian Ministry and Leadership of the Faculty of 
Theology at North-West University, South Africa. 
He is also a member of the Unit for Reformational 
Theology and the Development of the South African 
Society. His research focus is on the application of 
Gender Studies, Childism, and Trauma Theory as 
lenses for reading and interpreting the Christian 
Bible. Ngqeza@nwu.ac.za 

Prof Jace Pillay is a registered educational and 
counselling psychologist and the South African 
Research Chair in Education and Care in Childhood 
in the Faculty of Education at the University of 
Johannesburg. Currently, he heads a research 
team focusing on the mental health of children 
and youth through a web-based 4 IR profiling 
system as well as psychosocial support in schools. 
As an academic, he has published numerous 
journal articles, book chapters and conference 
proceedings both nationally and internationally. 
Prof Pillay is a keynote and invited speaker at 
numerous international conferences and has several 
international collaborations. jacep@uj.ac.za  

Nedine Moonsamy is an associate professor in the English 
department at the University of Johannesburg. She is currently 
writing a monograph on contemporary South African Fiction and 

otherwise conducts research on science fiction in Africa. Her debut 
novel,  The Unfamous Five  (Modjaji Books, 2019) was shortlisted for 
the HSS Fiction Award (2021), and her poetry was shortlisted for the 
inaugural New Contrast National Poetry Award (2021).

mailto:davidhr@unisa.ac.za
mailto:davidse.psych@gmail.com
mailto:ebeneva@gmail.com
mailto:Ngqeza@nwu.ac.za
mailto:jacep@uj.ac.za


5T H E  T H I N K E R   |   V o l u m e  9 8 : 1  /  2 0 2 4   |   J o u r n a l  I S S N :  2 0 7 5  2 4 5 8

PEER REVIEW

Jeremy Punt is a Professor of New Testament at 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa. His work 
focuses on biblical hermeneutics, past and present, 
including critical theory in interpretation, the 
intersection of biblical and cultural studies, and the 
significance of contextual configurations of power 
and gender, and social systems and identifications 
for biblical interpretation. In 2015 he published 
Postcolonial Biblical Interpretation. Reframing 
Paul (Brill) and regularly contributes to academic 
journals and book publications. jpunt@sun.ac.za 

Shahana Rasool is a Rhodes Scholar who obtained 
a Master and Doctorate degree from the University 
of Oxford (UK), Department of Social Policy.   She 
is a full Professor and head of the Department of 
Social Work and Community Development at the 
University of Johannesburg. Shahana has been an 
activist, researcher, trainer and academic in the field 
of gender for many years, with a particular focus 
on gender-based violence. Her recent work has 
focussed on decoloniality in social work education. 
Shahana has various partnerships both regionally 
and internationally and coordinates the social 
policy course in the joint Masters program with 
the University of West Indies. She is Vice President 
of the Association for Schools of Social Work in 
Africa (ASSWA) and the African representative on 
the International Association of Schools of Social 
Work (IASSW). Shahana is chair of the International 
Conference on Gender and Sexuality, and recently 
edited a special issue in the Journal of Gender 
Issues. At UJ, Shahana is a member of the Senate 
academic freedom committee. She has published 
and presented at many local and international 
conferences on gender in/equality, gender-based 
violence, decoloniality, and help-seeking. She is 
committed to transformation and social justice both 
within academia and beyond. shahanar@uj.ac.za 

Suzanne Swart obtained a MA(SW) in Clinical 
Social Work and is a Registered Clinical Social 
Worker with the South African Council for Social 
Service Professionals (SACSSP). Suzanne owns her 
own practice where she practices Clinical Social 
Work, Play Therapy, and counselling and offers 
emotional support to a variety of clients. She 
places a strong emphasis on constant learning 
and the development of new skills in order to 
assist her clients in the best possible manner 
based on the latest research and literature. It is 
very important to her to deliver ethically sound 
services to clients, which is what Suzanne strives 
towards with every case she is involved. suzanne@
lighthousepractice.co.za

CONTRIBUTORS  TO  TH IS  EDI T ION

mailto:jpunt@sun.ac.za
mailto:shahanar@uj.ac.za
mailto:suzanne@lighthousepractice.co.za
mailto:suzanne@lighthousepractice.co.za


PEER REV IEW

6 T H E  T H I N K E R   |   V o l u m e  9 8 : 1  /  2 0 2 4   |   J o u r n a l  I S S N :  2 0 7 5  2 4 5 8

The Journal for Progressive Thought 
www.thethinker.co.za

Publisher 
English Department  

University of Johannesburg (UJ)  
Auckland Park Kingsway Campus, 

Auckland Park  
Johannesburg 

Tel: +27 11 559 2553

Editor 
Prof Ronit Frenkel 

thethinker@uj.ac.za

Assistant Editor 
Leila Hall  

thethinker@uj.ac.za

Design Direction 
UJ Graphic Design Studio 

+27 11 559 2805

Advisory Council 

Dr Ademola Araoye (Nigeria)

Prof Puleng Lenka Bula (South Africa) 

Dr Faisal Devji (Tanzania) 

Prof Chris Landsberg (South Africa)

Prof Tshilidzi Marwala (South Africa) 

Prof Sabelo J Ndlovu-Gatsheni (Zimbabwe)

Dr Morley Nkosi (South Africa)

Dr Francis Onditi (Kenya)

Prof Eghosa E Osaghae (Nigeria) 

Dr Mzulcisi Qobo (South Africa) 

Dr Garth le Pere (South Africa) 

Prof Alioune Sall (Senegal) 

Addai Sebo (Ghana) 

Dr Mongane Serote (South Africa) 

Prof Mammo Muchie (Ethopia)

Material in this publication may not be reproduced in any form without proper citation. Views and opinions 
expressed in The Thinker are not necessarily those of the University of Johannesburg. They can accept no 

liability of whatsoever nature arising out of or in connection with the contents of the publication.

© 2023 University of Johannesburg www.thethinker.co.za

Jou rna l  ISSN:  2075 2458

https://www.thethinker.co.za
mailto:thethinker@uj.ac.za
mailto:thethinker@uj.ac.za
https://www.thethinker.co.za


7T H E  T H I N K E R   |   V o l u m e  9 8 : 1  /  2 0 2 4   |   J o u r n a l  I S S N :  2 0 7 5  2 4 5 8

FOREWORD

FOREWORD

By Kammila Naidoo, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, University of Johannesburg 

I was delighted to open the conference on 
‘Violence Against Children’ organized by the 
Department of Religion Studies, at the University 

of Johannesburg, in partnership with the New 
Testament Society of Southern Africa (NTSSA). I am 
extremely pleased that a special issue on the topic 
has been produced so briskly. Although there is 
currently much work being done on violence, there 
is insufficient interdisciplinary and collaborative 
work on how violence configures the lives of 
children in Southern African countries.  One does 
not hear of conferences on children or children’s 
rights as often as one might hear about initiatives 
on other compelling topics. This coming together 
of scholars to reflect on the experiences and lived 
realities of children – and, on the theme of children 
and violence – is exciting and timely.

Currently, there are more than 2 billion children in 
the world, with the highest proportion living in sub-
Saharan Africa.  By the middle of this century, more 
than 40 percent of children younger than 5 years will 

be resident here. It is often pointed out that a child’s 
life chances are shaped by the place of birth, year 
of birth, and privileges of the natal familial context 
– in this regard, class, race, nationality, regionality, 
and gender are some of the key predictors of a 
child’s future. Many countries face entrenched 
inequalities and disparities, thus economic, socio-
political, cultural, religious, and communal factors 
often have considerable and defining impacts on a 
child’s future well-being and success. Interventions 
to create equality of opportunities and mitigate 
inherited disadvantages have been considerable. 
Despite government and civil society efforts, the 
situation of children today remains dire.  This is 
distressing to note for all who work in this field and 
who acknowledge that a country’s future stability, 
growth, and development, are inextricably linked to 
the ways in which this youngest cohort is treated, 
catered for, inspired, and afforded economic, social, 
and educational opportunities. 
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Some years ago, I guest-edited a special journal issue 
on the topic of ‘Sexual and Reproductive Health 
Needs of Adolescent Girls and Young Women in 
Sub-Saharan Africa: Research, Policy, and Practice’. 
One of the strongest and unanticipated themes 
emerging out of the collection of articles was that 
of young women’s and girls’ engagement with 
violence, which marked their life stories but also built-
up specific resistances and defensive responses 
from them. The theme of violence became much 
more urgent in the COVID-19 era when lockdowns 
and stringent security regulations came into effect 
inhibiting activities and freedom of movement, 
and consequently increasing encounters with 
violence. While the focus has been on women 
enduring violence in households under lockdown, 
there is no doubt that children too bore the brunt of 
immense physical and emotional abuse during that 
time. In 2021, many young girls in South Africa did 
not return to schools when they re-opened; many 
below the age of 16 did not return due to pregnancy. 
The COVID-19 pandemic offers an instrument to 
consider the extent to which children’s lives have 
been set back and in what ways possibilities exist 
for reimagining transformed futures.

One of the central questions of the conference, 
and indeed this special issue, is about how violence 
against children is understood, experienced, and 
challenged. If parents in South Africa were to be 
interviewed and asked about corporal punishment, 
I doubt whether all would agree that spanking a 
child is an act of violence. When a child is punished 
and told, ‘I am doing this because I love you’, it 
becomes one of the first lessons showing the 
association between love and violence. We should 
be interrogating how socialized practices and 
things deemed normative become implicated and 
entangled in persistent forms of abuse. Apart from 
sharing insights on meanings and understandings 
of what constitutes violence, I anticipate that 
this special issue will probe mediations and 
interventions that have been evident, and or 
successful, in different societal contexts.’ In Johan 
Galtung’s frameworks of violence, three forms are 
predominant: direct or personal violence, structural 
or institutional violence, and cultural violence. Direct 
violence is recognized as overt attacks including 
verbal and psychological torment. Structural 
violence draws attention to systems and institutions 
that are exploitative and discriminatory resulting in 
the long-term suffering of disadvantaged groups. 
Cultural violence highlights ideologies, value 

systems, and socialized practices that are learned 
and perpetuated, and that would be experienced 
as abusive by those on the receiving end. Like the 
case of spanking, it is important to focus critically on 
cultural practices and belief systems and expose the 
harm that they can create by negatively affecting 
the day-to-day lives of children. As cultural violence, 
the hidden realities of sexual coercion, bullying, and 
emotional abuse are often tolerated within schools 
and families, and the strands of this intersect to 
negatively shape the lives of young people across 
the world. The culture of silence especially about 
sexual violence committed within the home, is very 
common in Africa and certainly South Africa. 

The violence that children endure growing up, 
inevitably shapes how they live out their roles as 
socially adjusted and healthy adults. Many children 
carry with them mental health disorders, confidence 
and trust issues, and have problems keeping a job 
after living with violence. Children, like adults, may 
face crisis points in their lives. How can they be guided 
when they face a teacher attempting to solicit sex 
in order to award them a higher grade, or bullying, 
verbal abuse, and sexual coercion?  Evidence does 
reveal that violence survivors commonly succumb 
to higher risk behaviours and accept these as 
‘normal’. Unplanned pregnancies, suicidal thoughts, 
depression, anxiety, and lack of academic success 
would be prevalent if there were no concerted 
attempts at redress and intervention. Children 
can be empowered to fight back, put perpetrators 
behind bars, and move ahead with confidence and 
determination. Our scholarship should therefore be 
high-quality, substantive, and activist-orientated. 
Doing research on this sensitive and complex topic 
can be daunting and challenging. There are ethical 
issues relating to how violence data can be obtained 
from young people, especially younger adolescents 
and children. Getting children to open up and talk 
freely and share their experiences might in some 
contexts prove difficult. 

Against this background, it was great to note 
that the ‘Violence Against Children’ conference 
created space for critical views on conceptual, 
methodological, and ethical challenges experienced 
by researchers. The special issue reflects on them 
and brings together fresh insights and original work 
on addressing violence against children. Thank you 
to Prof Lilly Nortje-Meyer for this initiative, and to all 
the authors for sharing their research on this very 
important topic. 


